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2017-2018 American History Syllabus

Teacher: Mr. Carpenter     



Email: ccarpenter@galesburg205.org                                                   Class Website: http://carpenterhistory.weebly.com/
Grades:  Skyward
School:  Lombard Middle School 



  See office for parent access
Main School Phone: 309-973-2004


Classroom #131  
Course Description:  
American History may cover some or all of the following:

· Constitution
· Jamestown
· Civil War
· Branches of Government
· Electoral Process
· Industrial Revolution

**The school year we will do the Constitution.  The cumulative exam must be passed successfully (75%) for students to move to the 9th grade.  A retake will be offered but only if expectations are met prior to taking the initial exam.  See following laws in Illinois State Board of Education in regards to the test:
**No pupils shall be graduated from the eighth grade of any public school unless he has received such instruction in the history of the United States and gives evidence of having a comprehensive knowledge thereof.   (Source: P.A. 92 27, eff. 7 1 01; 93 406, eff. 1 1 04.)

** No student shall receive a certificate of graduation without passing a satisfactory examination demonstrating knowledge of American patriotism and the principles of representative government, as enunciated in the American Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States of America and the Constitution of the State of Illinois. 
Students must bring these materials everyday unless noted on the blue board outside of the room.
1. Two sharpened #2 Pencils
a. Pen (black or blue ink only acceptable colors)
2. History Notebook (no five subject notebooks)
3. Folder for History ONLY!
4. Chromebook charged and Earbuds
5. Scissors, Colored Pencils, Glue occasionally for projects

*Students who consistently don’t bring materials will have consequences and parents contacted.
*Teacher will not loan materials
Grading Policy:
Students are expected to carefully complete assignments. Work without a name will not be graded – No name box is emptied each week. Students must identify the work by writing at the top of the page: first and last name, date, and class period.  I have quarterly stamp assignments which are a completion grade for having homework done on time and with effort.  Homework that shows little effort or incomplete will not be stamped. These are taken at the end of the quarter. There will no credit for work not completed on time.
Grades are based upon the standard scale: A= 100-90%, B = 89-80%, C = 79-70%, D = 69-60%, F = 59-0%.

Grade percentages will be based on performance in tests, homework, labs, class work and projects as follows: Standardized Assessments: Tests and Quizzes – 60%  Homework, Labs, Class Work, and Projects – 30%
In Class Participation – materials ready, in class and seats on time, volunteering with hand raises – 10%

The course has weekly quizzes and periodic tests to monitor understanding of material.
Attendance
Come to school every day and be on time.  If more than a one day absence is anticipated call the office to request that your assignments are brought to the attendance office for pick up.  Tardies interrupt the classroom presentation for all students and gravely jeopardize the learning of the tardy student.  When students are tardy they miss out on valuable instruction that is not possible to repeat because class instruction continues.  Come to class on time with materials – it’s a job. Class is dismissed by the teacher when everyone is in their seats, desks are returned, and students are quiet.  
Late/Missed Assignments/Exams

Class policy is students are to make up all work and bellwork for days missed. Any missed work must be made up within one week of the student’s return.  Missed exams or quizzes are administered after school on Tuesdays.  Students are responsible to get any missed assignments when they return. If help is needed, this can be arranged but rarely during class because class time is already scheduled with teacher-led learning activities.   Periodically, work days are scheduled to improve organization.
                          Classroom Expectations Odd and Ins:
Following these rules, routines, and policies will create a suitable educational environment that enhances the achievement of academic success for all students.  This is the goal.  Enforcement of these rules takes away from already limited instruction time. Violations will result in parent contact, detention during which students are expected to work in the classroom, and if repeated, administrative referral.
 1. Students shall have respect for their peers, their teacher and their surroundings, including textbooks, other student and teacher materials.  
2. School wide rules and expectations will be enforced.  
3.  Classroom entry shall be quiet and quick.  Student shall note any homework or assignments changes on their weekly agendas and begin working on the bell-ringer questions and/or vocabulary. 

4.  Homework must be turned in within the first 5 minutes of class or no credit will be award. Students shall not complete homework in class.  If they do, they will not be given any credit.  Get organized!
5.   Unexcused absences will result in a zero score for work missed.  
6.  Cell phones or games on Chromebook in class will be confiscated.  Cell phones available for parental pickup or next day pickup. Student refusal to cooperate will be considered defiance and more serious consequences will result than would otherwise.  Students must have their full attention directed to classroom activities to enhance learning opportunities.  No warnings.
7.  Gum, food, bags, and drinks other than water are not allowed in class unless permitted by teacher or by note by doctor.
8. The only chance for extra credit will be in the form of hand written study (E.O.S.), in the form of study guides or other hand written materials.  Students should retain papers all year for referral with tests or quizzes.  E.O.S. will only be taken on days of tests and quizzes.  SUCCESS passes for 5 points for each time attended and proof of work on American History is shown.  Extra credit is ONLY awarded if homework is completed routinely and not a replacement for those who do not complete class work. 
*Parents may gain access to my grades/attendance information from via the office to monitor progress.*
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Student signature


    Date
Mr. Carpenter

American History
Lombard Middle School

